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seens very ouesi.onable., At lcast it is si:nificant that none of the authors to -
wnon he relers is sagresting thal the reef uas formed rapicly, and he has been able
to aﬁéﬁ..onl& Aauﬁhars (out of the very larce number who have writbden on the

i
subject) who deny that the Capitan lacks larze organically-oound frameworks.

J;; The statensnt (on p. 233) 5?* cbably the greatest difficulty in identifying
.so-called ancient 'reefs! 1s that the modern examples generally have liftle resemblance
to those of the past,%trué for the organic bank type of reefs, but can not
be 2pplied to all ancient reefs. Ue should note that the quotation from Xrumbein
and Sloss which the zuthor gives concerning this, applies the principle only to
"the majority of ancient reef masses available for investigation.," Our response

this must be that, since there are some of the sncient uncerzround reefs which
closely rescmble some modern reefs, we are oblizated to recognize them., For examole
J. B, Langton (1968), and D, L. Barss (1970) describe numeréus, well known reefs
in the ZReinbow cil fields ‘of Alberta, Canada which have many siriking similarities
to yer4 modern reefs., Examples of these are crescent-atoll reefs, similar to those
of the Creat Earrier Reef of Australia (about 2 miles in dizmeter), comﬁlete with
lagoonzl area containing typical lagoonal sediments; and larse atolls (one typical
one being I X 2,5 niles), also with a 1agmmf,rea in the center, These atolls
also resemble modern reefs in that they contain avbundant, massive, coral growths
in situ, including colonial corzls, Tﬁe corals are not merely occasional, as in
the Capitan reef, but Qré s major component of the atolls. (Tas research by which
tais was deteriiined included data from 45 wells drilled into Rainbow llember reef oil
pools. Langton and his colleagues examined 15,000 linear feet of slabbed well core
material froz these wells, with binocular dissecting r.-r'-_a::ros'.copas.)6 Thus the statements
of lizvins concerning the absence oi modern cheracteristies :mst not be apolied to
ancient resfs in genzral. (4is quotation, on p. 233 > fyon 7. H. 3aston conceraing
the absence of "modera scleractinian corals® in ancient re=ls is irrelevant and
nisleading here, because scleractinian corals are only one group of coloxial,
vave-resistant corzls. Tae colonial, sestate corals which ars zbundant in the
atolls of the Ra2inbow zrea give every evidence of being wave-resistant, and ars

one of the nost abundant and well “%no:m tyses of identifiable Pa2leozoic fossils,
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