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A REVIEW OF THE ARTICLE: "IS THE CAPITAN LIMESTONE A FOSSIL REEF?" by Stuart Nevins. Reviewed by Dan Wonderly (1972)

J0. The idea of Nevins that the Capitan reef could have been Formed during fowr posts
Flood era" (o. 246) is without either bidblical or scientific basis.‘ Novhere in the
Bible do we find ground for thinking that such an array of coaplex stfuctures as we
have described in {44 items 8 and 9 above could have been formed since the Flood.
Certainly the Bible's description of the rapid and complete end of the catastrophic
conditions of the Flood (Genesis 8313-1l, and $:12-13) d%{gbt leave any roo:s-for the
extensive, and extended post<Flood "tidal wzves from seisaic disturbances or meteorite

impact” which levins suzgesis on p. 247, Furthermore, archaeological excavations of the

“original culturss of this hemisvhere (including the culituresof llew ifexico and Arizong)

contradict such an ideaj e.g., of the Folsom culture of New Mexico.

”, It is lamentable that Hevins' bibliographic sources were so limited. He cites
only 13 sources which are devoted to the Texas and(or) Hew ifexico area, and none on
reefs in other parts of the world (e:cept 2 articles on reefs in general). This is an
extremely meager list of source references, especially in the light of the fact that
there are over 220 separate, technical works and articles on the Delaware Basin and
Capitan reef area listed in the bibliograpny publisned by the Tjest Texas Geolozical
Society.lé There is also an abundance of sourcs material on evaporite minerals and. -
deposits, which could have beea drawn upon; for, the bibliograshy published by the
Anerican Association of Petroleuam Geolozy in Aoril 1959 lists 6?0 techiniczl works and
articles on the evaporites.lg

In view of ilevins' minimal use of the available literature, and in view of the ‘
brief duration of his (practically single-handed) field and laboratory research, it vas
certainly dangerous for him to formulate the bold conclusicns which he did. (Ay field
and laboratory study on the subject of 2 larze underground stfucture such as this, reguires
a largE tean-of werkers, laboring for many months, as in the case of the study oy
Langton cited in its: # 5 above. Such eladorate studies as this have been made on the
Capitan reefy e.z., the one by N. D, Newell-and his associates, and have yielded much

valuable data which aust be reckoned “ith.) -
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